Social Stories
Why should I do it:
· Helps teach students routines, expectations, and behavioral standards in an alternative way
· Reinforces correct behavior
· Information presented in a story format
· Provides visual examples of behavior expectations
· Provides a more personalized and tailored behavioral intervention
· Helps involve students in the learning process
· Works well with students on the autism spectrum and those with ADD/ADHD
When should I do it:
· When a student fails to grasp social norms, routines, and expectations, like walking down the hall, using restroom facilities, following lunch procedure, using manners, using greetings, asking for help properly, etc
· When a student is on the autism spectrum or has ADD/ADHD
· When a student is disorganized, unprepared, disheveled
· When a student needs reinforcement of class rules, routines, procedures, etc
· When a student lacks social skills
· When a student does not respond to cues, redirection, refocusing, etc
· When a student fails to complete work, homework, expectations, etc
How do I do it:
· You can either look for a pre-made social story in the resources below or create your own using the resources below or you can take one from the resources and adapt it to your needs
· Ask your Resource Room teacher for assistance if you need help creating a social story or getting it started
· Basic steps to creating a social story:
· Create a list or outline of the steps in the routine or procedure the student needs work or reinforcement on, like behavior in the hall, using the bathroom, starting work, asking for help, etc
· For each step of the process, develop a simple sentence to explain the step, for example “open your desk and get your book out”, or “walk to the door and knock”, etc
· Next to each step and sentence, utilize a picture to represent the action, either a generic image or graphic, or an actual picture of the student performing that step
· When the social story is complete, review it with the student daily before they perform that routine, procedure, or activity
· After the student learns the social story well, have them review it on their own before they perform that routine, procedure, or activity
· You may slowly wean the student off the social story as they consistently perform the task correctly
Resources:
· Carol Gray created social stories, a “must see” website
· A collection of social stories are provided that can be adapted for your student/child
· Various Free Social Stories:
· http://www.autism4teachers.com/autism4teachers_013.htm
· http://www.fcps.edu/ss/its/howtos/socstor/socstories.htm
· http://www.freewebs.com/kidscandream/page13.htm
· http://www.slatersoftware.com/document.html
· http://www.thewatsoninstitute.org/teacher-resources2.jsp?pageId=2161392240601226415747290
· http://www.speakingofspeech.com/Social_Skills_Pragmatics.html
· http://www.ccsd.edu/LittleTor.cfm?subpage=5804
· http://www.region2library.org/socialstories.htm
· http://kansasasd.com/node/9
· http://rsaffran.tripod.com/social.html
· http://schools.nyc.gov/Offices/District75/Departments/Literacy/AdaptedBooks/default.htm
· http://www.autism-pdd.net/testdump/test14154.htm (tons of social stories)
· http://www.adders.org/socialstories.htm
· mhtml:http://www.autismcommunityconnection.com/files/ACC_social_skills.mht#social_stories
· http://www.polyxo.com/socialstories/
· http://portal.esc20.net/portal/page/portal/esc20public/SpecialEducation/autism/socialstories
· http://www.child-autism-parent-cafe.com/examples-of-autism-social-stories.html
· http://www.autismhelp.info/htm/printfiles_index.htm
· Holiday Social Stories
· List of Social Story Resources
· The Social Story Book with over 150 social stories
· Social Story Images & Graphics You Can Assemble In Sequence
· Social Stories Creator Program: Picto Selector
· Simple Word Stories That Can Be Customized By Filling In Student’s Name & Other Info, etc
· How To Make A Social Story
· Free Story Builder Program
· How To Make A Social Story Fact Sheet
· Conversation Starters 1, Conversation Starters 2, Conversation Starters 3, Conversation Starters 4, Conversation Starters 5
· http://www.tooter4kids.com/Friendship/Index.htm (friendship)
· http://www.tooter4kids.com/bullying.htm (bullying)
· Personal & Hygiene Social Stories
· Tips For Writing Scripted Stories For Social Situations
· Social & Scripted Stories
· Hygiene Social Story.pdf
· Lunchroom
· Social Story Maker Program
· Let’s Keep Our Hands Clean & Healthy
· Free Pictures, Graphics, & Symbols For Social Stories:
· http://www.dotolearn.com/picturecards/printcards/index.htm
· http://www.english-4kids.com/flashcards.html
· http://www.usevisualstrategies.com/AutismVisualPrintablePictures.aspx
· http://www.sxc.hu/
· http://www.free-graphics.com/
· http://www.freegraphics.org/
· http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/images/
· Google Image Search
· http://www.setbc.org/pictureset/
· http://www.supersimplesongs.com/freeflashcards.html
· http://www.eslflashcards.com/
· http://www.freereading.net/index.php?title=Picture_cards
· www.deviantart.com/
· http://www.iconbazaar.com/index.html
· Picto Selector Free Communication Picture Exchange Program
· http://www.teachchildrenesl.com/flashcards.htm
· http://www.k-3teacherresources.com/toys-theme.html
· http://www.angelfire.com/pa5/as/socialskills/conversationpictures.pdf
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