Guidance for Eligibility for Multiple Disabilities

"Multiple disabilities " or "MD" means concomitant impairments that have an adverse effect on the child’s educational performance, the combination of which causes severe educational needs that cannot be accommodated in special education programs solely for one (1) of the impairments. Examples of MD include mental disability-blindness, and mental disability-orthopedic impairment. Multiple disabilities does not mean deaf-blindness nor does it mean a speech or language impairment in combination with another category of disability.
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Notes:
· Eligibility should be completed for the two or more disability categories before MD is considered.
· Eligibility for the category of EBD excludes the categories of MMD, FMD, OHI, and SLD.

· Eligibility for the category of SLD excludes the categories of MMD, FMD, OHI, and EBD.
· Eligibility for the categories of VI, and HI usually exclude the categories of SLD and EBD.
· MD eligibility is the last eligibility to be determined by the ARC.
· There may be other categories that could result in the student being eligible for MD, however this will be rare, and the ARC must have the appropriate eligibility documentation for each category.
